Jackson County Reporter

%;&;&;&;&; KUDOS DECEMBER 2009

Thank you to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, Damian Idiart and his helpers for cooking, serving and
watching the children for an awesome Thanksgiving dinner.
The foster parents, who were there, enjoyed dinner and conver-
sation while the children enjoyed crafts, cookies and games.

There will be no meeting in December.

The annual Children’s Christmas Party is Sunday, December, 13th from Web Address:
2:00-4:00pm at the VA Domiciliary Theater in White City. There is a www.jcfpa.org
limit of 150 children. We hope you can attend the festivities which in- Newsletter

cludes refreshments, live music, crafts, gifts and stockings for each child| Sybille Jones — 601-5057

and a personal visit with Santa—of course! - .
outsourceunlimited@juno.com

Make your reservations now, if you can. Please respond to this email or

contact Sharon at 890-4113 with the following information... im“““
¥ 3
1. Your name and the number of adults attending i Yy
2. Your phone number & e &
3. Names, ages and gender of all children living in your household i £, i
4. Two or three gift suggestions—$20.00 and under FY Ly &
Si ill not be accepted after December 1st, unless they are for a new 'y W{ﬁlf 'y
gn ups will not be accepte , y 4 BN &
placement(s). i . ~T£ - i
FYVYVYVIVIYY

Christmas Wish Gifts will be distributed to foster parents on Monday, December 21.
You will be contacted and given a time to pick up your gifts. If that day is not conven- :
- ient for you, call a Board member to schedule a different time. You can also ask another :
; foster parent to pick up your gifts for you. :
Make sure to let a Board member know you will be sending someone else.

This is a JCFPA program. Please do not contact DHS as they will be un-
able to assist you.

If you want to help with Christmas this year, we are welcoming anyone to call
JoAnn Phillips for information on pick up and sorting.



: ! Would you like dinner, a movie and your childcare paid for? Well you can!!! Purchase a’
¢ ticket for only $1.00 and have the opportunity to win. The more tickets you purchase, the
¢ greater the chance of winning. All members of the JCFPA are eligible, but you must be pre-
¢ sent at our meetings to buy tickets and qualify.

eeele

+ In an effort to give everyone a chance to win, you are allowed to win the dinner and a movie
+ once from September 1 to August 31.
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Join Us! The second Tuesday of each month for our Association meetings which start at
6:15pm to 8:00pm at Kid Time, 226 North Ross Lane, Medford.

RSVP for childcare. Debbie Beck, 826-7161; Brandi Simpson, 621-7726 or email Brandi at
brandisimpson1021 @yahoo.com. Make your reservation by Friday before the meeting. Let
us know how many children and their ages since we will need to make sure there is enough
adult supervision. If you do not call, we will be unable to accommodate your children. 1f your
children are sick, please don’t bring them!!!

BOARD MEETING

As of September 2009, our board will be an open discussion the first 15 minutes of the meeting. After that,
we will be conducting a closed executive board meeting with board members only.

Association Books

Anyone who has the Association’s books by David Ziggler from Jasper Mountain, please return them to a
board member so another member can check them out.

NO PICTURES OF FOSTER CHILDREN
ON THE INTERNET

Pictures of foster children will NOT be posted on Twitter, MySpace or FaceBook.
It is against DHS policy as it violates the Privacy Acts.

Pl ease respect our children’s g
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JCFPA membership runs from
September 1, 2009 until
August 31, 2010.

If you get a new placement,
call JoAnn Phillips with the
information and
we will do our best
to get that child or
children some gifts.

Get your dues in now and receive
the benefits all year long.
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J.C.F.P.A.

PHONE DIRECTORY

President

Javier Lopez 941-9985
Vice President

JoAnn Phillips 301-7620
jophil22002@yahoo.com

Secretary
Tammy Wallace 664-2264
tammylw40@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Yvonne Shafer 830-4122
JCFPAYvonne@gmail.com

Members at Large
Sharon Bowling 773-5674
Roger Andrews 499-7564
Sunny Jones 772-6892
Tiffany Moore 665-4979
Childcare or Meal Reservations
for the JCFPA Meetings

Debbie Beck 826-7161
Brandi Simpson 621-7726

(brandisimpson1021@yahoo.com)

Birthday Gifts for Foster Children
JoAnn Phillips 301-7620
Tammy Wallace 664-2264

Foster Parent Exchange
Debbie Beck 826-7161

Fund Raising Committee
Sharon Bowling 773-5674
Sunny Jones 772-6892

Furniture At Warehouse
Debbie Beck 826-7161
Javier Lopez 941-9985

RESPITE PROVIDERS
Thanks to the following people for their will-

ingness to provide others a well deserved
break.

We appreciate you!!

Certified providers in your area. ..

Central Point:

None Available

White City

Bill and Leslie Foust (Girls 0-8 yrs) 890-2637

Eagle Point:

Theresa Sexton (0-10 yrs) 826-5818

Christine Stearns 973-7717

Medford:

Gloria Arenas 531-6896

Peggy Davis 770-6563

Roxann Jones 608-7457

(Weekends only—girls, 0-18 and boys, 0-12)

Shirley Smith (Four and older) 734-3849

Kerrie Davis (teen girls) 944-7896
DHS Phone Directory

(Partial Listing)
All listings begin with 776-6120

Change of Address/Phone Number
Diane Overbeck
ext. 284

Direct Pay Clerk
Amanda Carlson
ext. 239

Medical Assist. Specialist
Kendall Kramer

ext. 259

You can email any of the
employees by:

firstname.lastname(@state.or.us




As certification can change from day t
make sure that the respite provider they choose has current certification. If you are interested
in helping others by providing respite, please call Tammy Wallace to be added to our list.

=)

Watch for emails and newsletter for information on December’s Kids Day out at the
Nazarene Church on McAndrews.

The Farm on South Stage Road is no longer a one day adventure. You can call JoAnn Phillips
and get passes to the farm, so you can choose your day. We get only 30 a month and the passes
really go fast.

JCFPA Members

Please continue to check your email weekly for availability of bread and other food distribu-
tions. This has been a wonderful blessing to so many foster families and a great benefit for all
JCFPA members. I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all of you to participate.
It matters not whether you can financially provide for your family. The bread is donated be-
cause people want to support YOU and what YOU are doing for kids in our community. So
please come and receive this gift from our community to you!

Remember to bring something to carry your items home and please be considerate of others.
Foster parents with children are given first priority and occasionally we are blessed to be able
to share with another family in need. If you have any questions regarding our food distribu-
tion program, please don’t hesitate to contact Sharon Bowling, 890-4113 and she will be
happy to assist you.

Items regularly received are distributed through volunteer hosts as follows...

First week of the month: Javier & Monica Lopez, 1712 Louise Ave. Medford.
Second week of the month: Mike & Anna Boyd, 3033 Nettie Way Medford
Third week of the month: Floyd & Fern Helle, 3216 Blackthorn Dr.  Medford
Fourth week of the month: Sunny Jones, 119 Portland Ave. Medford
Fifth week of the month: Robin Patterson, 2557 Aztec Ave. Medford
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Birthday gifts from the Birthday Shed will be at the Association meetings
or at DHS offices. If you requested a gift and received a phone call,
then you can pick up your child’s gift at one of those places.
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BIRTHDAY GIFT REQUEST

Name of Child:

Child’s Birth date: Age at Birthday

Name of Provider (requesting gift):

Date of Request: Phone Number:

Please mail this form to JCFPA, PO Box 382, Medford, OR 97501 or bring it to the monthly Association Mtg.

Guidelines:

1. A request form must be submitted for tracking purposes in order to receive a gift. (Gifts are donated.)
Request forms must be turned in one month prior to the child’s birth month.

Exceptions will be made only if a child has come into your care within the month.

You must be a JCFPA member to request a gift. (Special requests are not accepted.)

Gifts will be brought to the monthly Association meeting or available for pick up from Tammy or JoAnn
Any suggestions on type of gift or ideas on gifts? (Is child a reader, outdoor type, etc...) Suggestions

SARNANE ol iR N

Join the Jackson County Foster Parent Association Today

aSYOSNBEBKALI . SySTAada LyOf dzRSX

Birthday Gifts ~ Easter Baskets/Egg Hunt » Connect With Other Foster/Adopt Parents ~ Monthly Door Prlzes n

Christmas Program and Party ~ Childcare Provided at Meetings " Ba&chool Supplies |

1
Regular membership is open to all foster, adoptive and relative families residing in Jackson County, currentiyicerti-

fied by DHS/Child Welfare within the last five (5) years, and your certification hs not been revoked or surrend';red.
1 Associate membership is open to foster families certified through agencies such as Oregon Youth Authority,
I SOCSTC and Lithia Springs. Associate members receive all benefits except the Christmas Program.

___Regular Membership $25/year __l'would like more information
____Associate Membership (SOCSTC/OYA/Lith&5/year | would like to donate $

___ Community Partner Membership (no childran$15/year ___ | would like to volunteer time
Name: Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email Address:

Certifying agency (circle all that apply): DHS/CW SOCSTC OYA Lithia Other:

Bring this form and your fee to any association meeting or mail to: JCFPA, PO Box 382, Medford, OR



EXCHANGE NEWS

Things are looking better all the time. I have volunteers who come in on a regular basis. Thank you to Karen
Christensen, Mia and Shawna Beck and to Denise Thompson and her crew of helpers. We have separated boys and girls
sizes, 4 to 12 into two rooms. This gives us more space to put out more clothes and gives all shoppers easier access to
everything.

We will be closed the week of Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years.

Come visit us during the first week in December. We will have blankets, slippers, and new pajamas—while the supplies
last.

Please help us keep our Exchange tidy. Remember to remove hangers and put them in the boxes outside each room. It
would be greatly appreciated if you could fold and replace anything you look at or try on.

Thanks, Debbie Beck

You will find information on the Association, newsletter, common forms (birthday request,
wish list, etc.) and a foster parent forum.

In addition, there are links to the Oregon and National Foster Parent Association.

Visit Our Website
www.jcfpa.or

Clothing Exchange News

Open New Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9:15 to 11:45 am and the first Tuesday of the
month 6:00 to 8:00 pm.

The Exchange is a benefit and privilege to all JCFPA members to acquire high quality clothing
and furniture for the children in your home. We recycle these items. The furniture is out on
loan for a period of six months at a time. All furniture items must be returned; others may
need them.

Location: VA domiciliary on Hwy 62 in White City.

Hours: Wed. and Fri. 9am to 11:45am (also by appointment)

Donations: Donations will be accepted during regular hours by appointment.

Directions: North on Hwy 62 to White City. Pass the main entrance to the Domiciliary and
turn left on Adries Way (next to the ball park). Follow the road to the last building on the left.
Enter through the bowling alley entrance and we are the second hallway on the left.

Please call if you have any need. Thanks to those who have come to the Exchange. Any ques-
tions, comments, or ideas can be sent via email to becks14@charter.net or by calling Debbie at
826-7161 or 821-2541.




Jackson County Foster Parent Association, Inc.
Post Office Box 382
Medford, Oregon 97501

What is the JCFPA?

Mission Statement: The mission of the JCFPA is to empower, support and advocate for fos-
ter, adoptive and relative families who enrich the quality of life for Jackson County children.

Purpose: The purpose of the JCFPA is to benefit and improve the quality of lives for children
that are involved in the foster care system. JCFPA provides meaningful support for foster,
adoptive and relative families. We encourage and promote community awareness, work to im-
prove education/training and communication between foster, adoptive and relative families
and child welfare agency staff as well as other community entities. JCFPA encourages recruit-
ment and retention of foster, adoptive and relative homes. We are dedicated and committed to
enhancing benefits and programs made available to all foster, adoptive and relative families.

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER OF JACFPA TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS. (For a small annual fee, you can become a member.)

Monthly Meetings—a chance to connect to events, resources and peer support

The Exchange—offers high quality clothing, baby items and furniture for children in care
Birthday Gifts—for your foster, adoptive or relative child celebrating a birthday

Bikes for Kids—when you get a child in care that needs a bike

Coats for Kids—mno child shall be left without; we have free jackets all year long for foster,
adopt and relative

Easter Eggstravaganza—an exclusive event that delivers baskets, egg hunts, various games
and tons of fun for foster, adopt and relative

Christmas Party—is for the kids, complete with Santa, gifts, pictures, games and goodies for
foster, adopt and relative

Christmas Gift Program—a sack filled with Christmas gifts for foster and adopt only

Food Distribution—regularly distributes food items to supplement an already bulging gro-
cery bill

Child Welfare Needs
Your Email Address

Email is an easy, fast way to get information out to all of you. If you have gotten an email from us recently,
than you are on our list. If you haven’t, than we don’t have a listing for you. If you would like to be included
on our email list, please send a note to Diane Overbeck and she will get your name entered into the foster par-
ent group. In addition, if your address changes, please let us know so we can change it.

Diane’s email is:  diane.overbeck@state.or.us




DHS Page

Direct Pay
It is very important that foster parents call me when they get a child into their home and again when the child

leaves. No one should rely on the caseworker’s to tell me. That can cause major overpayments. [ have
stressed to the workers that it is a DUAL responsibility (foster parents/case workers) for informing me of
placements, moves and ones who have gone home.

Amanda Carlson, 776— 6120, ext 239

Medical Assistance

As the conversion took place in systems for medical cards, we came across some glitches that have been
worked on over the past month. If you are still experiencing difficulties in getting a card, let me know and I
will contact Salem. Please be sure to contact the child’s caseworker as soon as possible if a child sustains an
injury while in your care. It is important to document in our records how the injury occurred, when and to
whom you reported it.

Kendall Kramer, 776-6120, ext 259
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TRAINING CORNER

Netlink Trainings These are interactive courses that you can take via the internet
at your home computer. Registration is at http://
cwpsalem.pdx.edu.distance.resource.htm. You must register in advance. Having
problems? Call Mark at 503-399-2579 or email mschwier@chemeketa.edu

AD/HD for Caregivers December 3 8:30am to Noon
Caregivers and the Oregon Safety Model December 15 5:45pm to 8:45pm

i ADOPTION SUPPORT GROUP meets the first Monday of the month in the
\ large conference room at 909 Royal Court. Call Deb Collins, 864-8710 or Rosie
' Helfer, 776-6120, ext 230 for any questions.



TIPS FOR THE UPCOMING HOLIDAY SEASON

We expect holidays filled with joy and fun. Our wish is to share holidays in this way
our foster kids. All we want is to feel good about being able to include kids who neeq

with
the

holiday spirit more than anyone. So, what is wrong? Why do these kids look like ygu've

asked them to swallow poison rather than share the sumptuous feast? Why do they lo
your gifts with disdain?

Their past celebrations may have been filled with bad memories. Your foster kid's hol
may have meant out of control drinking. This drinking might have been the precursor t

Dk at

days
D ar-

guments and fights, real violence and abuse. It may have been so stressful that bagl lan-

guage and worse behaviors became associated with what should have been a joyful
of year.

They may feel guilty about enjoying being with your family, and not feeling good al

time

out

their past times with their bio family. They may also experience a stronger than usual lpng-

ing for their family, as this is a time of year that emphasizes family and connectednesy.
may help them to maintain a positive connection with their family by having them mall;e a

gift for their family, such as a photo album or scrdok. Your foster kids may believe th
0KA&a A& OGUKS GAYS 6KSYy @&2dz2NJ aNBIlIfé¢ FSSt
g2y Qi 3ASG Fye 3IATFHAEA 2N oS 20SNBKSf YSR

had about the holiday. Be sure they know they are part of the family by signing your
day cards and including their names so that the person receiving it knows the card is

You

t
AY:
Y

noli-
from

'vyour entire family." If they see a stocking hanging just for them, a name tag with their

name on it at the table and presents under the tree for them, it will help them feel they
long there.

Get them started as early as possible and include them in every step of the prepara
Show them the excitement of the holidays, but be patient when their reactions are
what you expect. Inside, they may be in turmoil about what to do and how to act.

The last thing that may unsettle kids is the fact that a great deal of the celebration foc
on religion and your own beliefs. They may not believe as you do and might feel forc
share these ideas. Be respectful of this; asking about their traditions will honor their

tage. You may learn the traditions of Kwanzaa or how to play Dreidel, which will er
your family holidays!

Sandra Mcllhenny
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Jackson County Foster Parent Association
PO Box 382
Medford OR 997501

Return Service Requested






